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PEJIMTUO3HO-PUTYANbHBIE NEMEHTbI
B TEPONYECKOM 2INOCE «CACHA LIPEP»

Capruc ApyTrioHSIH

Pesrome

PEHI/IFI/IOSHO—pHTyaﬂbeIﬁ 9JIEMEHT B apMSHCKOM TI€pPONYECKOM 3II0CE «CacHa
Opep» UMEET HE TOJIbKO IIOBECTBOBATEJIbHOE 3HAYE€HUE — B KOMIIO3UIIUU BCEX
YETbIPEX BeTBeill 3110ca OH BBICTYIIA€T KaK BajXHasl COCTaBJISIOIIAsl IIOCTPOEHUS
CIOXKeETa.

Havano u koHel apMsSHCKOTO 3110ca 06paMIIEHbI SMU30/IaMH, OITMCHIBAIONINMU
rorpe6abHbI 0OpS[ U KOHel| CBeTa, IIPU 9TOM Ha TepBbIil IJIaH BbIIBUIAETCS
3aMKHYyTasl MOJeNb 310Ca, BHYTPU KOTOPOH SMMYECKUe COOBITUS IIPOUCXONST
TMapaienbHO APYTUM PUTYaIbHO-PETUTHO3HBIM MOJIEIISIM.

TpaguioHHas CTPYKTypa 3Ioca OIpeferseTcs MIPOJIOoroM, Ha3bIBAIONIMMCS
«[lomuHOBeHUS», TIE B IPUCYILEH apMsiHAM CBOe0OPa3HO 06psi0BO-ObITOBOI
¢dbopMe NOMUHAIOTCS 'epOY, UTpalollye B 3II0Ce 3HAUUTEIbHYIO POJib, KaK HEKOI-
I JKUBIIVE IIPEIKH, NEeACTBUS KOTOPBIX COCTABIISIOT KOMIIO3UIIMOHHYIO OCHOBY
TepOUYecKoro 3M0ca.

DTo mpex e BCero OCHOBHAS ONIIO3UINS CBOM/IykOM BO BCEX YEThIPEX BETBIX
3M10Ca, UMEIOIIAst ITHUUECKOE COoflepXaHre, HO YacTo 0603HaueHHasl He STHOHU-
MaMU, a PeJIUTUO3HbIM IIPOTUBOINIOCTABIIEHUEM XPUCTUAHUH/UI0JIONOKIIOHHIK.

I'epou npy po>xeHUN WU IO JOCTYKEHUHU 3PEJIOCTH, B 0COOEHHOCTH TIepef pe-
IIAIONMM CpaK€HUeM, IPOXONST MHUIMAIVMOHHBIA OOpS, MPUIAIOMUA 1M
CBEPX'bECTECTBEHHYIO 60XECTBEHHYIO CUIIy B IIpOLlecCe Pa3BUTHUS COOBITHH B
anoce (CaHacapa u bargacapa KpecTsT HaJi TOHUPOM; S13bIK [laBrfia oCBAIaeTcs
OTHEM U Y Hero mosiBnseTcs aedekt peun; Mrep Crapimii B nepkBu MapyTa
MIPUHOCHT B XepTBY 40 HeTeNMBIIMXCS TENIOK, OMBIBAET JIMIO X KPOBBIO, IIPHU-
obpeTaeT TalllCMaH, OpYyKUe U JOCIEeXU, OTHEHHOTO KOHS U CTaHOBUTCS HEIIO-
6enumbiM; [laBup mepern 6oeM OTHIENbHUYAeT B LepkBH MapyTa, KymaeTcs B
kpoBu 40 HerenuBmuXCS Tenok wiv B KatHaxmiope (MonoyHoM pomHUKe), BbI-
pacTaeT, CTAHOBUTCS MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM).

Kynsr npenxoB B cBoell epBOHAYaJIbHOM S3bIYECKO U XPUCTUAHCKOH popme
YacTO OTpa)keH B Pa3IMYHBIX SMU30aX 3I10Ca, TaKUX KaK (pOpMYJIbI 6J1arociio-
BEHUS 3MUYECKUX IpelKoB B nposore «lloMuHOBeHUs»; BCeHApOAHBINA Tpayp
caCyHIIeB 110 noBofly cMepTu Abamenuika u Crapmiero Mrepa 1 BbIBe[ieHUe HX
U3 Tpaypa; OJHOIIEHNe PUTYaJIbHONR apuChl B MaMsITh AYLI YCOMIINX; CBATas
JIUTYPrUs BO ClaceHWe Ayll BCeX CBOMX IPENKOB, OCyIlecTBIeHHass Mrepom
MnapgummM, ero Tparuueckuit Juajaor ¢ MOTMJIaMU POLUTeNIed, oIy YeHHbIe OT
HUX COBETbI U JIpyTUe AefCTBUS PEIMTUO3HOIO U PUTYAJIbHOTO XapaKTepa.

CdopmupoBaBuMiics Ha UAEHHON OCHOBE ApeBHEHIINX MU(OB, BEPOBaHUI U
pUTYaJIbHbIX 00bIYaeB, BIIOCIIEACTBUYU I1€PEOCMBICIIEHHbIH BepOBaHUSIMU U pU-
TyaJIbHbIM IIOHUMaHUEM HOBO! XPUCTUAHCKOM PENIUIUH, apMSIHCKUN HapOIHbIM
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reponquKHﬁ JIIOC I1I0YTH B TOM 3K€ BHI€ BOCIIPOM3BEII IITaHOPAMY JKUBOTO, ITPO-
HOJDKAIOIEro CBoE CymeCTBOBaHNE€ HAapOOHOIO XPUCTHAHCTBA B CBOGOﬁpa?)HOM
COCYLIECTBOBaHUU SI3bIYECKOTO U XPHUCTHUAHCKOIO.

Karouesvie crosa: «CacHa llpep», peluruo3Ho-puTyabHbIA SJIEMEHT, II0BEPhE,
MU}, pUTyaIbHas GOpMyJla, NHANMALNS, MaTar (}XepTBOIPUHOILIEHKE).

THE RELIGIOUS CEREMONIAL COMPONENT IN THE ARMENIAN EPIC
“SASNA TSRER”

Sargis Harutyunyan

Summary

The religious ceremonial element in the four-branch structure of the epic “Sasna
Tsrer” (Daredevils of Sassoun) has not merely expositive value but also appears
as an important component in plot creation.

The beginning and the ending of the Armenian epic are outlined with episodes
of the ritual of death and termination of the world, thus creating a close model,
inside of which the course of the events of the epic progress in parallel with
other religious-ceremonial contents.

The traditional structure of the epic is featured in a prologue called “Vog-
hormiq,” where, with Armenian household ceremonial specific stylistic forms of
expression, the heroes and heroines that play significant role in the epic are
blessed as once living and acting ancestors whose actions form the architecture
of the epic.

First, the main conflict, the insider — alien antagonism in the four branches, has
ethnic content; often it is called not by ethnonyms, but by cross-worshiper (i.e.
Christian) — idolater religious terms.

At their birth or maturity, and particularly before crucial fights, the heroes are
subjected to ritual ceremonies of initiation which, during the development of
the epic events, inculcate them with supernatural-divine charge. (e.g., Sanasar
and Baghdasar are being christened or baptized on a tonir; Davit is tested with
fire and gold that causes his articulation defect; Senior Mher sacrifices 40 heif-
ers, washes his face with their blood, obtains a talisman, arms and armor, igne-
ous horse, and becomes invincible; Davit lived in seclusion in the monastery
Maruta, bathes in the blood of 40 heifers in Katnaghbyur, grows and becomes
powerful).

The worship of ancestors often manifests itself in its Christian and pagan forms
in various episodes of the epic, such as in the prologue “Voghormiq” with bless-
ing formularies for epic ancestors, the popular mourning and ritual of its ending
on occasions of the Abamelik’s and Senior Mher’s deaths, liturgy offering with
ritual of harissa (national dish with wheat and chicken or lamb) in the hour of
wrath or for the souls of the dead, offering of Divine Liturgy by Junior Mher for
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the souls of all of his ancestors, his tragic dialogue with the graves of his parents,
the advices received from them, and other religious ceremonial events.

Being shaped on the ideological basis of ancient myths and beliefs, ritual cus-
toms, and subsequent reassessment of the belief and ritual understandings of
the Christian new religion, the Armenian national epic almost identically has
replicated the vivid panorama of existing popular Christianity with unique
co-existence of pagan and Christian realities.

Keywords: “Sasna tser” national epic, religious-ritual element, belief, myth, rit-
ual formula, initiation, asceticism, cult, matagh, cross of Liturgy, clemency song.
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